
 

 

 







































Commentary to support marking

Subject: Studies in Language and Literature

Paper component: Extended Essay

Language: English

Exam session: May 2018

Essay code: 33 A

Essay category: Cat 1

Essay title: How effectively does Jane Austen employ letters as a narrative device within her novel 
Pride and Prejudice?

Criterion Mark Out of Justification

A 6 6 The topic and RQ are clearly stated 
and focused; arguably the 
candidate’s strength under this 
criterion lies in the fact that she 
has taken a popular novel and a 
potentially “well-worn” topic, and 
through an intelligent and wide-
ranging choice of secondary 
sources, has successfully explored 
an independent interpretation.

B 6 6 The candidate is able to 
demonstrate a confident, in-depth 
knowledge and understanding of 
both the primary and secondary 
sources throughout the essay.

C 11 12 Informed and lively writing 
throughout; a clear introduction to 
the topic and task is followed by 
clearly-delineated chapters in 
which each type of letter is 
carefully analysed and its role in 
the narrative established. Perhaps 
a few “short cuts” have been 
taken in order to keep the 
Extended Essay within the word 
count (e.g. some of the quotations 
from the letters and events in the 
novel could have been explored in 



more context) but this is a quibble 
given the overall high quality of 
the analysis and evaluation.

D 4 4 The presentation is excellent, 
worthy of a professional academic 
paper.

E 6 6 Lively writing with a clear sense of 
engagement with the task and 
some appreciation of the way 
ideas /avenues of research have to 
be refined or discarded in the EE 
process.

Total: 33 34


