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Commentary to support marking

Subject: Computer Science

Paper component: Extended Essay                                           

Language: ENGLISH

Exam session: MAY 2018

Essay: 31A

Criterion Mark 
Awarded

Out of Justification

A 6 6 Both the research question and the topic were clear and 
appropriate and relevant to current financial dealings. Both 
context and methodology were present although more detail on 
double-spending could have been given. A range of appropriate 
sources were used and the focus maintained throughout the 
essay.

B 6 6 The student shows a very good understanding of a particularly 
complex computer science topic that is far beyond the level of an 
IB course. Terminology is used well and is generally explained in 
comparatively simple terms

C 11 12 The student has generally made a successful attempt at producing 
a reasoned argument of a complex topic. He/she has critically 
analysed the results and the limitations underlying the 
conclusions, which are to a degree speculative and based in the 
assumption s of the student’s own method of analysis. Critical 
thinking is deemed to be in the excellent band.

D 3 4 The overall presentation is good with most formal requirements 
being met, with a clear use of diagrams and a consistent 
referencing/citation style. There were a couple of issues:  the lack 
of a title in the title page and, more importantly, various redaction 
errors which could have been rectified with a final proof-reading.

E 5 6 There was good analysis of both research topic and the process 
itself particularly on the first two reflections. In spite of a very brief 
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comment from the supervisor, overall the reflections showed a 
sense of journey having taken place.

Total: 31 34








































































