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Criterion Mark Out 
of

Justification

A 4 6 The topic is clear and has biological relevance. The RQ is precise 
and can be effectively investigated, although it is not clear why 
both aspartame and ethanol need to be studied.  The methods is 
clearly stated albeit in a recipe format and presented as a 
“preliminary” method (without any follow up).  As a result there is 
limited evidence of informed choices having been made.  Overall 
the experiment needs more controls and the variables need amore 
careful presentation.

B 4 6 Background knowledge is mainly relevant and presented clearly. 
Knowledge and understanding are evident in a useful survey of the 
literature with integrated ideas and a clear link to the RQ. 

C 9 12 The research is thorough and is based on a reasonable range of 
sources and the experiment generates some useful data.  Data 
analysis is not optimum (“% change in pH” is not straightforward in 
the sense that pH is a logarithmic scale). Otherwise processing is 
clear and relevant but limited to bar graphs with error bars based 
on standard deviation. The approach to data processing is not 
explicitly justified.  There is some effective critical evaluation.

D 4 4 There is a clear, appropriate and uncomplicated structure to the 
essay.  The chapter headings are informative and other structural 
elements are clear and appropriate.
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E 5 6 The first and interim reflections are largely descriptive with some 
evaluation of steps taken and some analysis of decisions made.  
The final reflection contains some strong evaluative ideas, 
focussing mainly on personal growth.  Some critical evaluation in 
the early reflection would improve this.

Total: 26 34






























































