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Commentary to support marking

Subject: VISUAL ARTS                                                                     

Paper component: EXTENDED ESSAY                                           

Language:  ‘ENGLISH’

Exam session: MAY 2018

Essay: 32(2) How does Salvador Dali create an impact on the viewer through the use of illusions in 
his artwork?

Criterion Mark Out of Justification

A 5 6 The topic is communicated, and the purpose of the investigation is 
clear. How this relates to existing knowledge in the visual arts is 
given. The research question is clear but could have been phrased 
more precisely regarding the works under discussion. The 
introduction explains the focus of the research and the selection of 
primary sources. The methodology employed is appropriate to the 
topic and the research question. However, the reasons why these 
four paintings have been selected are not given. 

B 6 6 The essay demonstrates knowledge and understanding of the visual 
arts through fluent use of appropriate terminology and concepts. 

Sources selected are clearly relevant and are effectively used to 
demonstrate knowledge and understanding. Context is effectively 
considered. 

C 12 12 The argument is coherent, well structured and related to the research 
question throughout the essay. 

The analysis of the research is excellent; the evidence adequately 
supports conclusions to individual points. 

The research has been evaluated offering awareness of strengths and 
shortcomings.

D 4 4 The presentation is excellent, layout considerations are present and 
applied correctly. Title in the title page is missing, but this small “slip” 
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should not be penalized since a flawless presentation is not necessary 
to achieve full marks.

E 5 6 The reflections exceed the word limit; only the first 500 words are 
assessable. Reflections on decision making and planning are generally 
evaluative and include references to the student’s ability to consider 
actions in response to challenges entailed in the production of the 
essay.

Total: 34 An interesting and well-written essay  that offers insightful 
arguments. 


